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President’s Message
Dear Readers,
Terrorist attack at Pulwama
The last three weeks have been an emotional roller-coaster ride for almost every Indian.
It all started with the stunning news on February 14. An explosive laden vehicle entered
the Jammu-Srinagar highway at Pulwama from a left by-lane, overtook a bus which
was fifth in the convoy and exploded. The convoy of 78 vehicles, transporting 2,547
jawans, had left Jammu transit camp at 3:30 am. The jawans were returning from leave
or going to the areas of their deployment.
A total of 44 security personnel from the Army and the Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) have been martyred in Jammu and Kashmir's Pulwama district since February 14
according to NDTV.

Dr. M R Khambete
President of COSIA

An enemy we can no longer ignore
The responsibility for the dastardly terrorist attack was claimed by the Pakistan-based Islamist jihadi group Jaish-eMohammed. The attacker was Adil Ahmad Dar, a local from Kashmir, and a member of Jaish-e-Mohammed.There
was an outpouring of national anger and grief at the repeated and senseless violence which has been unleashed on
us, across India and most often, in Kashmir. India has exercised enormous restraint in the past after the attack on our
Parliament, the terrible attack on Mumbai and Pathankot.
On September 29, eleven days after the attack, the Indian Army conducted retaliatory "surgical strikes" on "launchpads" used by terrorists in POK. Small teams of Indian commandos crossed the Line of Control and struck at the safe
houses, killing about a dozen militants.
Post Pulwama – A paradigm change
For a nation seething with grief and rage, the counter-strike post Pulwama was no surprise. Indeed, Pakistan was
forewarned of retribution when Prime Minister Modi clearly said that the Armed Forces had been given a free hand
to strike at a time and place of their choosing.
On 26 February 2019, twelve Mirage 2000H jets of the Indian Air Force crossed the Line of Control in Kashmir to
perform an air strike on the Jaish terrorist training camp inside Pakistan, marking the beginning of this change.
India has drawn a new red line for Pakistan which it will now cross at its peril.
What can we do?
Apart from any financial contributions we can make for the welfare of our brave jawans and para-militar y forces
because of whose sacrifices all of us and our families are safe and secure, the time has come for entrepreneurs to
become aware of the uncertain security environment in India's neighbourhood.
Whether we recognise it or not, MSMEs are playing a very important economic role in India, in terms of contribution
to the GDP, in employment, in exports, innovation and defence supplies.
A country of India's size will simply not be allowed to peacefully exist, unless we make a quantum leap in economic
strength, technological capabilities, defence manufacture and military assets in keeping with our rise to the level of
one of the top three economies of the world in the next couple of decades.
All of us have a responsibility to pull our weight and restore India to its original position as a Great Power.
Dr. M. R. Khambete
President, COSIA & TSSIA
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BREAKING NEW GROUND- THE FIRST MURBAD INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION 2019

MIE EXPO 2019 was inaugurated by Dr. M. R. Khambete. President COSIA, Shri Amol Kadam,
Tahasildar, Murbad, Shri. Dinesh Agarwal, President MMA, Shri. Rajendra More, Dy. SP, Murbad,
Shri Avinash Pawar, Secretary-MMA, Shri.Tulso Thakurani Treasurer, MMA, CA Sangeeta
Panchal, Shri. Vijay Joshi, Co-ordinator Gujarat Chapter-COSIA and Shri Mukesh Uttamani ,
Vice-President ,MMA
The Murbad Manufacturers
Association got off to a great
start with the first Murbad
Industrial Expo, MIE 2019 held
on 25 & 26 February, 2019 at the
MMA Ground.
Inaugurating the Murbad
Industrial Expo was M. R.
Khambete, President COSIA
who was joined by Amol
Kadam, Tahsildar, Murbad,
Dinesh Agar wal, President
MMA, Rajendra More, Dy. SP,
M u r b a d , A v i n a s h Pa w a r,
S e c r e t a r y M M A , Tu l s o
Thakurani, Treasurer, MMA, CA.
Sangeeta Panchal, Vijay Joshi,
Convener Gujarat Chapter,
COSIA and Mukesh Uttamani,
Vice-President,MMA.
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Murbad city, located in Thane
District of Maharashtra, is
surrounded by Shahpur Taluka in
the north, Ambernath, Kalyan
and Ulhasnagar Taluka in the
west, Ahmednagar District in the
north east and Pune District in
the east.
The nearest airport is
Chhatrapati Shivaji International
Airport in Mumbai and the

proposed Navi Mumbai airport is
hardly 67 kms. away.
The nearest railway station is
Kalyan, Badlapur, Titwala on the
Central Railways line.
Murbad Industrial Expo 2019
The predominant purpose of the
Exhibition was to encourage the
growth of industries through
display of the capabilities of
MSMEs in Murbad, as well as,
to promote and sustain
linkages between outside
industries doing business with
Murbad MSMEs.
T h e p r e s e n c e o f
representatives from large
industrial units, as well as,
senior officials from
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relationships, encourage
business connections and
greater understanding among
all concerned about the crucial
role played by MSMEs.

programs with the aim of
keeping the Members updated
on issues crucial to operating
MSME units in the region.
Shri Kisan Kathore,
Hon'ble Member of
Legislative Assembly
who has always
been supportive,
c o u l d
n o t
unfortunately
attend.

Inaugural Session
It was kick-started by Avinash
Pawar Hon. Secretary, Murbad
Manufacturers Association who
warmly welcomed both
participants and visitors.
Tulso Thakurani, Hon Treasurer,
MMA in his opening remarks
said that MMA's activities are
totally geared to supporting the
MAKE in INDIA mission of Prime
Minister Modi as also the
growth of industries and
employment in the Murbad
area.
MMA , he said, has been
organizing a number of
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However, he was
gracious enough to
send a video
message wishing the MIE 2019
success and generously offering
his services to sort
out any problems of
the entrepreneurs
should the need
arise.
T h e M u r b a d
Industrial Expo 2019
(MIE Expo) was
inaugurated on
25th February, 2019
by the ChiefGuest
Dr.M.R.Khambete,Founder
President of COSIA, Guests of
Honour, Manish Gupta, Plant
Head of M/s. APL Apollo Tubes
Ltd. Murbad, Amol Kadam,
Ta h s i l d a r, M u r b a d ,
U m e s h Ta y a d e ,
President, Additional
A m b e r n a t h
Manufacturers
Association, Ambernath
and Vinod Punjabi,
President, Ulhasnagar
Manufacturers
Association. Dinesh
A g a r w a l , Pr e s i d e n t ,

MMA graciously presided over
the program. Mukesh Uttamani,
Vice-President,MMA & Avinash
Pawar, Hon. Secretary shared
the dais.
Tulso Thakurani, Hon.Treasurer
and Naresh Khetwani,
Vice-President were present,
along with CA Sangeeta
Panchal, Saxenaji, Shreenivasji
and all committee members
actively participated to ensure
the success of the event.
Dr. Vidya Kshirsagar, Committee
Member of Murbad
Manufacturers Association said
that our motto behind

organizing MIE Expo was to
more thoroughly understand
and bring together suppliers
and manufacturers in the
Murbad Area, to know more
intimately the range of products
manufactured/supplied by them
and to similarly gain an
understanding of those MSMEs
supplying to various industries
at Murbad.

“We were a little bit uncertain
about MIE Expo 2019 initially,
but fortunately we got very
good response for the Expo,
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with more than 40 stalls and our
entire team pitching in to make
a success of it,” she said.
“When there is a vision and the
will, it is said, the Universe
somehow ensures that the
dream becomes a reality.
The whole idea of MIE 2019
was to connect with each and
every industry in Murbad, to
understand their activities, to
network and to get everyone to
p a r t i c i p a t e . We a r e v e r y
fortunate to have
Dr. Appasaheb Khambete's
blessings for this event. Coming
together is beginning, staying
together is progress and
working together is success,”
she added.
The ever-enthusiastic Umesh

Ta y a d e ,
President
A A M A ,
pointed out
that
all
industries
s o u r c e
products and
avail services
from outside.
Many a time
products and
ser vices are
available close by of which we
are not aware. It is in this
context that exhibitions held by
COSIA and their member
associations
was of great
help
in
acquainting
members with
the products
a
n
d
capabilities of
others. He
congratulated
the entire team
of MMA for
organizing MIE
2019 which was an excellent
initiative, he said.
A m o l K a d a m , Ta h a s i l d a r
Murbad said that next to
agriculture the
contribution of
industries to
employment is
very large.
He recalled
that in Sangli
District when
Kirloskar
started a
manufacturing

unit, many of the youngsters in
the area were given
employment.
Not only were their lives
transformed but they played a
vital role in the development of
the region and Kirloskar become
a brand known across the
world. He hoped that industries
in Murbad would similarly grow
and expand into large units,
providing employment to local
youth and contributing to the
prosperity in the area. Guest of
Honour, Manish Gupta, Plant
Head of APL Apollo Tubes Ltd.

said that the Murbad Unit is a
great beginning and going
forward it will be a good
opportunity for all MSME’s in
the area.
“Though the industrial sector is
providing substantial
employment we are still
neglected.” He hoped that all
associations from Murbad
would come together and fight
for the cause of industries to get
necessar y facilities and
infrastructure.
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development, as
well as, improved
availability of
labour and
employment in
the area in the
coming decade.

Such Exhibitions, he added,
should be organized repeatedly
for the benefit of MSMEs which
we will continue to support.
Rajendra More, Dy. Suptd. of
Police said that from a security
and safety point of view, the
police department was
intimately connected with
industr y and the Murbad
Manufacturers Association.
He appealed to all industry

owners to install an additional
CC TV camera in front of the
company, on the road, apart
from the internal camera.
This would promote safety and
help in case of any untoward
activity happening on the road
side. He was sure that with the
proposed new Railway, there
would be rapid industrial
10 TISA - MAR 2019

In his inaugural
a d d r e s s ,
D r. K h a m b e t e ,
President COSIA
congratulated
Dinesh Agarwal
and the entire
team of MMA for
organizing a
wonderful event.
He said MSMEs
are playing a very
important role in
nation building.
“MSMEs contribution to the GDP
is remarkable and its share in
generating
employment is
huge.
M S M E s i n
Murbad, MIDC
and nearby areas
will grow both
horizontally and
vertically, he said,
and will generate
increased
employment in
the region.”
D r. K h a m b e t e
said that
individual
industries will
have their own
problems which
they must try to
solve on their

own,
if possible. But it is
precisely to solve the problems
that they can't on their own, that
we need Industrial Associations.
He exhorted all industries in
Murbad to join the Murbad
Manufacturers Association for a
united approach to resolve
problems.
Sharing his wisdom, he said
everyone wanted to become

RICH without knowing what it
actually means. He then defined
RICH as:
R stands for Relationship.
I stands for Income from various
sources like Industries,
investment, shares, land etc
C Stand for Character, careers profession etc. and
H stands for health (Aarogyam,
Dhan Sampada).
All four poles, Relationships,
Income, Character and Health
should be strong, he said. If any
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one of the poles collapse, then
one's entire life is handicapped.
He exhorted ever yone to
maintain a fine balance
between the four poles. He
thanked the entire team of MMA
for inviting him to inaugurate
MIE 2019.

S e m i n a r a n d Wo r k s h o p
during MIE-2019
Aslam Charania who is a
business trainer, coach and a
mentor to several MSME
entrepreneurs, conducted a
workshop on “Defining factors
of SME's Success.
It was a ver y inspiring
presentation, with actual
examples of successful
entrepreneurs. MMA members
participated enthusiastically in
the Workshop.
Vaishali Sone, General Manager

of District Industries
Centre in her
valedictory address
as Chief Guest,
spoke about the
GeM portal of the
Government of India
and the Package
S c h e m e o f
Incentives of the
Government of
Maharashtra.

professional show which placed
it on the Exhibition map of India.
He also touched upon the efforts
COSIA was taking at the
national level, to highlight and
get solutions for problems in
GST and labour issues. Some of
that effort is reflected in the
Government's decision to make
it mandatory to make 25% of
total purchases from MSMEs,
which is a huge market, he said.

She said the New industrial
Policy will be declared shortly,
which will help MSMEs
generate employment. She
talked about facilities in D Zone
such as capital subsidy under
PSI scheme, quality certification
assistance, assistance
for IP address etc.
which is available for
up-gradation and
ultimately leads to
capacity building. She
asked everyone to visit
the DIC stall which
would assist MSMEs
access Government
tenders / supplies and
avail various
incentives.

Dr Ravikumar, Founder of
Freedom 4U, working in the
field of Awareness, Education &
Training in the Socio-Economic,
Health & Wellness, Safety &
Security sectors, gave a
presentation on Health &
Wellness for Executives with
hands-on training in effective
Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation
(CPR)in which MMA members
actively participated.

Purushottam Agwan,VicePresident of COSIA, in his
concluding address appreciated
the member industries of MIA
who manufacture
everything from world
class furniture to
forgings for steering
for Mahindra
vehicles.

Shailendra Singh, Asst. Director
MSME DI, Government of India,
Ministry of MSMEs said that
after visiting each and every
stall of MSMEs, it was clear to
him that the purpose of MMA in
organizing the Murbad
Industrial Expo 2019 has been
truly fulfilled.

He congratulated MIA
for putting on a
t h o r o u g h l y
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S h r i A v i n a s h Pa w a r H o n .
Secretary said that during MIE
2019 the following dignitaries
from various sector visited the
exhibition and showed keen
interest. Kisan Anant Kathore,
Ex-President of Murbad
Municipal Council, Santosh
Kalaskar Dy. Engineer, MIDC,
Mohan Sase, Ex-President of
Murbad Nagar Panchayat
(Municipal Council of Murbad),
Rupesh Gujare, President
Murbad BJP, Gajanan Sable, ExSarpanch, Kudawali etc.
P. R. Bari, J V Kulkarni, Harish
Chauhan, TSSIA Team & Vijay
Joshi, Co-ordinator, COSIA,
Gujarat, Diu- Daman Chapter,
Nipun Mehta, Hon. Joint
Secretary, COSIA, Gopi Khanvani
of UMA and Vinod
Punjabi,President, Ulhasnagar
Mfgrs.Association were
present.
Event outcome
Avinash Pawar, Hon. Secretary
said that a total of 40 Industries

from Thane and Murbad, along
with three Banks participated as
exhibitors. District Industries
Centre, Thane, Government of
Maharashtra, National Small
Industries Corporation, MSME
Ministry, Govt. of India also took
part in the exhibition.
More than 500 entrepreneurs
and representatives visited
Murbad Industrial Expo 2019.

Murbad Manufacturers
Association had invited /
requested other Industr y
Associations to join in to benefit
Industries across Thane,
Mumbai,Raigad & Palghar etc.
Associations which actively
supported the event, were
COSIA and its member

associations TSSIA, AAMA,
Saturday club,UMA etc.
COSIA and TSSIA played a
pivotal role in publicizing the
event, particularly in Thane,
Raigad & Palghar District.
Avinash Pawar Hon. Secretary
proposed a vote of thanks.
He gave special thanks to all the
dignitaries, Committee
Members of MMA, Murbad,
COSIA, TSSIA , AAMA, UMA,
Press, media, Police, MIDC, DIC ,
NSIC & Fire Brigade for their
active participation, with special
thanks to the event sponsor
M/s. APL Apollo Tubes Ltd. and
event supporters M/s. T R
Products, M/s. Kwality Plastics,
M/s. Vaishnavi Associates,
M/s.Sai Kripa Constructions,
Te x t i l e U n i t s o f M u r b a d ,
M/s.Jyoti Engineers &
Construction, Prasad Desai and
Axis Bank Ltd.

Mrs. Vrushali Sone, GM DIC, Thane taking a round of MIE 2019 stalls with Dr.Vidya Kshirsagar launching her new products (Sakas Foods)
C A Sangeeta Panchal, Purushottam Agwan, VP, COSIA , at the hands of Dr. Appasaheb Khambete with Amol Kadam,
M r . P a n c h a l a n d M u k e s h U t t a m a n i V P, M M A . Tahsildar, Murbad, Dinesh Agarwal,President, MMA, Manish Gupta,
Head, APL Apollo Tubes ltd. and Mukesh Uttamani, VP MMA
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Of This and That...
SEARCH FOR RELIABLE RIFLE
ENDS – INDIA TO MAKE
KALASHNIKOV AK-203
Closing the INSAS chapter

foundation stone of its
manufacturing unit, is the latest
derivative of the legendary AK47 rifle.
The project, in collaboration

INSAS and AK-47 rifles. The 200series of AK rifles represents the
next generation and evolution of
the 100-series of AKs.

For years, the Indian military
and paramilitary forces have
been trying to find an
alternative to INSAS (Indian
Small Arms System) rifle.

The 200-series Kalashnikov rifles
have same basic design, layout
and major features (including
famous reliability and durability),
but feature improved ergonomics
and modern accessory interfaces.

The INSAS rifle encounters
problems like gun jamming,
rifle going into automatic mode
when it was set for three-round
bursts and oil falling on a user's
eyes during the combat.

The AK103 has plastic folding
buttstock that ensures
convenience on the march,
during transportation and
landing operations. The weapon
can fire with buttstock folded.

Amethi to house AK-203
Manufacture
The AK-203/103 rifle, which will
soon be manufactured in Korwa
area of Amethi after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi laid the

with Russia, will be undertaken
at the Korwa ordnance factory,
which was established in 2010.
Around 7.5 lakh units of the
latest version of AK-47 will be
manufactured in the new unit.
Legendar y reliability &
Operational Ease

The AK103 can carry a 40-mm
under-barrel grenade launcher or
a knife-bayonet, according to the
Kalashnikov website.

The rifles will progressively
replace the Army's in-service

Favoured by the military around
the world and operational in all
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conditions, the AK-47 rifles are
much in demand because of
their reliability and operational
ease, with Army personnel of
over 100 countries reportedly
equipped with it.
Joint Venture
After the rifles are supplied to
the defence forces, the
government, in the next phase,
would provide them to
paramilitary and the state police
forces, ANI reported.

 Ukraine - $0.51
 Rwanda - $0.56

of data, which brings down the
price per gigabyte.

Bottom five nations:
 Zimbabwe - $75.20
 Equatorial Guinea - $65.83
 Saint Helena - $55.47
 Falkland Islands - $47.39
 Djibouti - $37.92
The research, from price
comparison site Cable.co.uk,
found that one gigabyte (GB) of
data cost $0.26 (£0.20) in India
but $6.66 in the UK. The US had
one of the most expensive rates

Others with less advanced
broadband networks are heavily
reliant on mobile data and the
economy dictates that prices
must be low, as that's what
people can afford. At the more
expensive end of the list, there
are countries where often the
infrastructure isn't great but also
where consumption is very
small. People are often buying
data packages of just tens of
megabytes at a time, making a

- with an average cost of $12.37
for the same amount of data.
Asian nations make up half of
the top 20 cheapest countries,
with only Taiwan, China and
South Korea charging more than
the global average.

gigabyte a relatively large and
therefore expensive amount of
data to buy.” The research
looked at SIM-only deals and
included a range of packages
from all the providers in each
country.

The reasons for the huge
variation in price?
Some countries have excellent
mobile and fixed broadband
infrastructure and so providers
are able to offer large amounts

Indian Navy Inducts 2nd
Scorpene-class Submarine
Next Month
Amidst brewing tensions with
Pakistan which took a maritime
turn three days ago with

The ordnance factory board will
possess the majority share of
50.5% of the Joint Venture while
the Russian Company
Kalashnikov Concern will hold
49.5% share. It was during his
official visit to India last October
that Russian President Vladimir
Putin and PM Putin reached an
agreement on producing
Kalashnikov rifles in India.
India beats UK and US on
mobile data price
Well here is some data that
should cheer up Indians. Not
that we did not know that things
had gotten really cheap,
especially after the entry of
Reliance JIO. The study tells us
just how cheap it has become.
In a study appearing in BBC
News Technology, the top five
nations, with the cheapest data
are:
Top five nations:
 India - $0.26
 Kyrgyzstan - $0.27
 Kazakstan - $0.49
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Pakistan '''claiming to have
spotted the Indian Navys sole
Scorpene-class submarine INS
Kalvari trying to sneak into its
waters, the Indian Navy is all set
to induct its second Scorpeneclass submarine, Khanderi, next
month.
Top sources tell Livefist, the
submarine has completed sea
trials that began in 2017. The

third of the class, Karanj, also in
sea trials, will follow later this
year.

a t t a c k b y t h e Pa k i s t a n sponsored Jaish-e-Muhammad,
to which India responded with
airstrikes 12 days later on a
terror facility near Pakistan's
Balakot. A day later, a Pakistan
Air Force strike mission led to
unprecedented peacetime aerial
warfare that resulted in an IAF
MiG-21 and PAF jet (claimed by
India to be an F-16, but with no
sight of a wreckage so far) being

precarious submarine fleet
levels, its induction next month
comes at a time when the navy
will be needing its attack
submarines for patrol duties
more than ever. The Indian
Navy's thirteen diesel-electric
submarines — nine Russian
Kilo-class and four German Type
209 — are said to patrol the
north Arabian sea fairly
routinely.

shot down and an Indian pilot,
Wing Commander Abhinandan
Varthaman taken prisoner for 48
hours.

While the Pakistan Navy's claim
of having sighted the sole
Scorpene-class boat INS Kalvari
about 250 km from Karachi has
been thrown into doubt, it is
certain that the current round of
hostilities are seeing the Frenchorigin submarine deployed on
its first operational duties.
Khanderi will quickly share the
burden now on the lead boat of
its class, allowing the navy to
stretch out its most advanced
submarines.

The commissioning of the
second Project 75 submarine
doesn't come a moment too
soon. The Indian Navy sees a
major patrolling and deterrent
role in the current atmosphere of
open hostilities between India
and Pakistan.

The submarine 'spook' incident
took place five days later,
effectively bringing the Indian
Navy directly into a
confrontation that had so far
been restricted to the Indian
Army and IAF.

The current cycle of actions
began with a February 14 terror

While the Khanderi's arrival is a
major force accretion for already
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The navy will finally operate a
total of six such submarines —
all of which are built at the stateowned Mazagon Docks Ltd
(MDL) as part of Project 75 under
license from France's Naval
Group.
The Indian MoD also recently
provided formal approval to a
follow-on Project 75-I to build six
more submarines under license
in India, with a significantly
improved version of the
Scorpene, sporting air
independent propulsion and
other systems, certain to be a
contender.

centre of excellence to be
established around 4.0 IR
Technologies such as additive
manufacturing.
HT to provide state-of-the-art 3
D Printing Technology
“We believe HP's cutting-edge
3D printing technology will fuel
innovation in manufacturing and
help upskill young professionals
to make them ready for Industry

[an article by : Shiv Aroor
07th Mar 2019
LIVEFISTDEFENCE.COM]

HP to build Centre of
Excellence for 3D printing in
Andhra Pradesh
HT collaborates with MOU
with APEDB and APIS
HP Inc India on Tuesday signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the Andhra Pradesh
government to build a Centre of
Excellence (CoE) for 3D printing
in the state.
H P a g l o b a l l e a d e r i n I T,
technology and enterprise
products, solutions and services,
Andhra Pradesh Economic
Development Board (APEDB) and
the Andhra Pradesh Innovation
Society (APIS) will collaborate in
setting up a state-of-the-Art
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4.0 in the state," Sumeer
Chandra, Managing Director, HP
Inc India, said in a statement,
according to Deccan Herald.
HP India will be the key
knowledge provider for this
initiative.
The CoE would be equipped with
3D printers that can handle short
run production and functional
prototyping.

The Centre will be equipped with
3D printers for short-run
production, whereas the APIS will
provide infrastructural support
and the APEDB will facilitate the
interface between the COE and
the Government Departments to
encourage usage of the centre.
3 D Printing to give small &
medium manufacturers a leg up
The 3D printing centre would give
small and medium businesses
(SMBs) and start-ups in
A n d h r a Pr a d e s h a n
opportunity to learn
more about the benefits
of
Additive
Manufacturing.
Manufacturing in
Andhra Pradesh has
great potential as a lot of
demand is slated to
come from domestic
consumption. Andhra
Pradesh's impetus in
automotive, electronics
and aerospace makes
technologies like 3D
printing market-ready,”
said J. Krishan Kishore,
CEO, APEDB.
HP introduced its Jet Fusion 4200
3D Printing solutions -- capable of
printing functional parts 10 times
faster, at half the cost -- in India
last year.
In January, HP launched Jet Fusion
300/500 series of colour 3D
printers to enable manufacturers
to produce engineering-grade,
functional parts in full colour,
black or white.
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Seshan Ranganathan
Sleeping with the enemy
In a country of India's size, it is
perfectly possible for millions to
sleep in peace, even when
thousands of people are dying in
some other State due to a natural
calamity or a major terrorist
attack or even war.
Most States in India are much
larger, far more populous than
many European countries and
with a population of 1370
million people, we can 'sacrifice'
a lot of our people, with most of
the others carr ying on with
normal life, much as if nothing
has happened.

Many of us, particularly
entrepreneurs, more involved in
our own factories and
businesses, are also loathe to
involve or even try to understand
the issues which may drag our
country into a major
conflagration.

Both individual businessmen, as
well as, the economy, need peace
and predictability to grow and
p r o s p e r. T h a t i s q u i t e
understandable.
What is not understandable is,
not taking the trouble to
understand the issues involved,
because the consequences of
both, our actions and inactions,
will determine the consequences
to India and to all of us personally.
The reasons for our
complacency
70+ years of peace while most of
the rest of the world, America,
USSR, China, Middle East, Europe,
Africa and the Far East have been
in conflict and turmoil.
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The four wars we fought with
Pakistan were fairly swift with
most of India unscathed. It
was only the 1962 war with
China which left us
permanently scarred.

desire to keep India in check.
But with its rise as a great
power rivalling today's World
No. 1 America, China's
ambitions and insecurities
have grown.

The effect was more devasting
to our psyche due to our abject
defeat, than the actual loss of
terrain or casualties.

Its biggest stake in Pakistan
today is the China Pakistan

Delusional expectations from
an implacable foe like
Pakistan which has been
bleeding us with a thousand
cuts (terrorist operations)
under a nuclear umbrella,
certain in the belief that we
will never escalate out of fear
of nuclear retaliation.
An aspirational middle class,
w h i c h h a s p o o r
understanding of both
geography and history, flush
with relief from escaping
poverty and newly
accustomed to some luxuries.
It basically wants security,
certainty and comfort.
Geography-Understanding
our neighbourhood
We not only share a long and
contentious border with
China to our East, they now
have a road literally going
over our heads crossing
through Pakistan Occupied
Kashmir (POK) on our West,
going down to Gwadar port in
Balochistan.
China is Pakistan's iron brother
for many years, mainly with a
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though in purchasing power
parity terms it is already No. 1.
America itself has a strong
stake in Pakistan, which has
long been its ally in South Asia
because in the Cold War days
from the 1950's onwards,
India refused to ally itself with
America against the then
USSR, preferring to be, what it
called a Non-Aligned country.
However, it later became an
ally of the USSR with the
signing of the Indo-Soviet
Friendship Treaty.
Pa k i s t a n i s i m p o r t a n t t o
America as its entry point for
getting men and materials into
land-locked Afghanistan and
is for all practical purposes
America's hired army in
Afghanistan.

Economic Corridor (CPEC)
which cuts across from China's
Xinjiang Province right up to
Gwadar Port, giving China,
road-access to the warm
waters of the Arabian Sea,
without necessarily passing
through the Indian Ocean
which has been the Indian
Navy's backyard.
The single biggest change in
today's world is the rise of
China as a great power
rivalling the hitherto number
one, the United States of
America. China is the world's
number two economy with a
2019 GDP of $14.172 Trillion
to America's $21.482 trillion,

Its another matter that
Pakistan has been repeatedly
betraying and back-stabbing
America throughout.
Kashmir-The wound which
refuses to heal
The Kashmir dispute goes
back to 1947 when India was
partitioned on communal lines
by the British leading to the
formation of India and
Pakistan. The future of 650
former Princely States which
lay within the two countries
had to be decided.
While they could have
remained independent in
t h e o r y, i n p r a c t i c e t h e
pressure of the people was
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such that they had no option
except to join either India or
Pa k i s t a n . I n t h e c a s e o f
K a s h m i r, t h e r u l e r w a s
Maharaja Hari Singh, a Hindu
while the majority of his
subjects were Muslim. Even as
things lay in balance, the
fledgling Pakistan, with its
duplicity even then in
evidence, sent in Muslim
tribesmen to take over
Srinagar. Hari Singh appealed
to the Indian Government for
help and signed the
instrument of accession,
ceding Kashmir to India on
October 26.

occupied the 35% of Kashmir
which is currently under its
control. A cease fire was
agreed on 1 st January, 1949
and with no change in the
situation, that line of control
became the LOC we know
today.
In 1957, Kashmir was
officially incorporated into
India with a special status
under Art 370 of the Indian
Constitution, intended to be
temporar y, which ensures,

issue. India settled for the
Simla Agreement which
essentially said the dispute
should be resolved bilaterally.
The most dangerous place in
the world
In 1998 India and Pakistan
both tested nuclear devices in
May 1998 and then in April
1999 test-fired missiles in
efforts to per fect the
deliver y systems for their
nuclear weapons. If the
Mutually Assured Destruction

India and Pakistan fought
their first war over Kashmir in
1947-48. On 1 st January 1948
India referred the matter to the
fledgling United Nations.
In a resolution dated August
13, 1948, the UN asked
Pakistan to remove its troops,
after which India was also to
withdraw the bulk of its
forces.
Once this was done, a “free
and fair” plebiscite (the direct
vote of all the members of an
electorate on an important
public question) was to be
held to allow the Kashmiri
people to decide their future.
India was confident of
winning, with the most
influential K ashmiri mass
leader, Sheikh Abdullah firmly
on its side. But Pakistan
continued to fight and
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among other things, that
non-Kashmiri Indians cannot
buy property in Kashmir. The
reverse, however, does not
hold. Kashmiris can move
around and buy property
anywhere in the rest of India.
Since then, India has fought 2
wars, in 1965 and in 1971
when Pakistan was cut into
t w o , w i t h E a s t Pa k i s t a n
becoming the Republic of
Bangladesh. Despite taking
90,000 prisoners, there is a
feeling that India frittered
away its opportunity to once
and for all settle the Kashmir

MAD) Doctrine prevailed, the
Pakistani Generals had
apparently not heard of it
because they were up to their
old games, pushing
“irregulars” into India. So, in
the summer of 1999, the
Indian Army found that many
key posts routinely vacated in
winter on the Kargil heights
had been occupied by
infiltrators.
This was an ''undeclared war”
in which the Indian Army
finally threw out the
infiltrators but with
Vajpayee's stern warning to
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both our Army and Air Force
not to cross the LOC.
What is Pakistan's problem
with India?
Pakistan's problems, in some
senses, have very little to do
with India, but are the
contradictions in its own
creation. It is famously said

second largest population of
Muslims in the world, was
further rammed home when
Muslim East Pakistan went its
own way as the Republic of
Bangladesh in 1971.
The more progressive parts of
India remained in India and the
more feudal areas went to
Pakistan.

cuts through Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir (POK),
offering China a land route to
Gwadar Port on the Arabian
Sea in Balochistan.
The Islamisation of Pakistan
under General Zia-ul-haq and
the devious games it has
always played with the
Americans in Afghanistan,
have made it both the victim
and the user of jihadi terrorist
violence. It is here that China's
membership of the Security
Council and the veto it enjoys,
enables Pakistan to frustrate
India's efforts to declare
Masood Azhar and others as
global terrorists.
What is Pakistan's strategy?
It is fairly simple:

about Pakistan that “Other
States have an Army. In the
case of Pakistan, the Army has
the State”.
It got a disproportionate 30%
share of the Armed Forces at
the time of Independence,
which has been a millstone
round its neck.
The Pakistani Army, in a sense,
has to justify its existence for
which it needs an enemy. India
has proved very handy and the
Kashmir dispute very
convenient for a near
permanent state of war.
The failure of the two-nation
theory, very clear from the
Muslims of India being the

As India refused to ally with
America, the Pakistani Army
became the de-facto
mercenary arm of America in
these parts, ready to do its dirty
work and its gateway to
Afghanistan. This alliance
with America continues to
embolden Pakistan, in its
confrontation with India till
this day.
Its alliance with China rooted
in the principle of an ''enemy's
enemy is a friend”, has become
a proverbial jackpot for
Pa k i s t a n , w i t h t h e C h i n a
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), though Pakistanis are
gradually realising that it could
become a debt trap. The CPEC

Under the nuclear umbrella,
inflict a thousand cuts on India
to make it bleed.
The cuts will be dealt by jihadi
terrorists and by fomenting
local malcontents such as
Khalistanis in the Punjab and
Kashmiris in the Valley.
At all times the strikes will be
carried out by terrorists,
motivated, trained, equipped
and sent out by the Army and
the Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI) with “deniability” as its
ultimate defence.
The strikes on India are such as
to keep within India's
estimated threshold of
tolerance, though it would
require lunatics to imagine
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that there would be no
retaliation after the attack on
the Indian Parliament or the
havoc caused by the Mumbai
attack.

In general, India has not
disappointed Pakistan, with
our responses ranging from
“kadi ninda” to temporarily
severing sporting & cultural
ties, sending “dossiers full of
evidence”, asking other
countries to declare Pakistan a
“terrorist State” without we
ourselves doing so.
The Surgical Strike -What
changed for India at Uri?
Reported as the 'deadliest
attack on security forces in
Kashmir in two decades', the
attack by armed militants on
an army base near the town of
Uri in Jammu & K ashmir's
Baramulla district on
September 18, 2016, shocked
the entire nation.
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About 10 kilometres east of the
Line of Control with Pakistan,
the soldiers at Uri hadn't even
woken up when, at around
5:30 am, four militants
attacked the Indian Army
brigade headquarters.

17 grenades were lobbed in 3
minutes, killing 19 army
personnel during the attack.
Additionally, 80-100 soldiers
were reportedly injured even
though all the four militants
were killed in a gun battle
that's said to have lasted for six
hours.
Many of the
soldiers killed were
t h
from the 10
Battalion, Dogra
th
Regiment and 6
Battalion, Bihar
Regiment. Coming
close on the heels
of two other
terrorist attacks
against Indian
security forces –
the Gurdaspur attack in July
2015 and the Pathankot Air
Force Station attack in January

2016 – the Uri attack and the
outraged reaction of the Indian
public signalled the need for a
retaliatory strike.
In “The real stor y of Uri:
The Surgical Strike' Saurav
Bhanot recounts “The
operation began with Indian
forces firing artillery across the
frontier – the idea was to
provide a cover for three to
four teams of 70-80 soldiers
from the 4 th and 9 th Battalions
of the Parachute Regiment
(Special Forces) to cross the
LoC at separate points. Just
after midnight, in the early
hours of September 29, forces
from 4 Para crossed the LoC in
the Nowgam sector of
Kupwara District while the 9
Para crossed the LoC in the
Poonch district.”
“Further, sources from the
Indian Army revealed that, in
less than two hours, the
Special Forces teams had
travelled close to 1-3

kilometres on foot. In that
short span of time, they had
destroyed multiple terrorist
bases with nothing but hand-
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held grenades and 84 mm
rocket launchers before
returning to the Indian side of
the LoC.

The only casualty reported was
one soldier who was wounded
af ter he tripped on a land
mine.” Henceforward,
Pakistan could no longer take
Indian inaction for granted.
Consequences for Pakistan
In an excellent article by
Shekhar Gupta in The Print he
has summarised the impact of
the Pakistani Army's
adventurism and dalliance
with terrorism.

In the past 30, it has lost its
campaigns in Indian Punjab
and Kashmir, and permanently
embedded jihadis in its cities
and institutions.

And in the last two decades,
the LoC has become the de
f a c t o b o r d e r i n
K a s h m i r. N o b o d y h a s a n y
patience with terror as an
instrument of policy. There
isn't even a token disapproval
of India bombing Pakistan's
mainland, and most
importantly;

India and the world have
called Pakistan's nuclear bluff.
To that list I will add two more:
The loss of East Pakistan in
1971 which was a massive
blow to the two-nation theory
on the basis of which the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan
was founded. Bengali culture
ultimately could not be
sacrificed at the altar of Islam,
so Bangladesh went its way.
A kind of cultural
schizophrenia, in which
denying its Indianness has
become so important that Urdu
has been made compulsory to
t h e e x t e n t t h a t Pa k i s t a n i
Punjabis are losing touch with
their mother tongue. They
have to deny that they have
any common histor y with
India, so they have to comically
trace their ancestr y from
almost anyone Mughals, Arabs
etc. anyone except Indians!
A l m o s t a l l o f Pa k i s t a n ' s
provinces are up in arms.

In 50 years, Pakistan lost its
pre-eminence in the Islamic
world. The Arabs are
counselling restraint to it, Iran
is hostile.
In the past 40 years, its per
capita income has suffered
almost a 90 per cent net deficit
relative to India and the gap is
rising.
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Balochistan which it
s w a l l o w e d p o s t independence, Muhajirs of
Sindh, unrest in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and even in POK.

Shekhar Gupta concludes
“Imran Khan can carry on as in
the past, or take fresh guard
and begin a new innings. It will
be risky, but there is a chance of
success if he dares. If he
doesn't, two things are
guaranteed: Failure for him,
and continuous slide for his
nation despite its talented
people, strong nationalism,
gif t of geography and a
formidable army. That's the
bottom-line.”
Deterrence can't be one-off
In a well-argued piece Rajesh
Rajagopalan argues that If the
Balakot strike is not to join the
dismal achievement of
previous Indian attacks, it has
to be part of a deterrence
strategy.
“In 2016, New Delhi publicised
such a strike as a “surgical
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strike” after the terrorist attack
on the Indian military camp at
Uri. These strikes did not deter
Pakistan from continuing to
use terror as a strategy. It is

important to consider why.
The key reason is that
deterrence does not even
appear to have been India's
objectives in these previous
strikes. The objective was to
put a temporary salve to heal
the immediate wound rather
than seek a long-term
s o l u t i o n . Ve n g e a n c e a n d

justice have to be part of a
deterrence strategy, because it
is the certainty that an attack
will be avenged, and that
justice will be provided to the
victims, that strengthens
deterrence. But occasional
vengeance and haphazard
justice will have little
consequence for future
behaviour.
India must be prepared to
escalate further when — not if
— Pakistan responds.
Pa k i s t a n ' s r e s p o n s e i s a
certainty and it could take
either the form of a
conventional riposte — an air
strike or even a missile strike
— or further terror
strikes……Indian decisionmakers must set clear lines for
themselves about the severity
of the attacks to which they
will respond, even if this is
more than a bit cold because
parameters may include the
numbers of dead or the
importance of the target.
But more importantly, Indian
leaders must prepare forces,
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equipment, intelligence and
plans for further escalation.
India can dominate the
escalation ladder because
even its weakened military is
still far stronger than what
Pakistan can manage.
India must leverage its
conventional superiority and
explicitly seek escalation
because that is where its
advantage lies. But this time
again, the Ministry of External
Affairs statement refers to the
attack as a 'non-military preemptive action,' a ridiculous
formulation that seems
designed as a desperate signal
to Pakistan that India does not
want to escalate to the

'military' level.
This fear is odd, because until
now, Pakistan has shown little
willingness to escalate in
response to Indian attacks,
despite fierce and bloodcurdling threats beforehand.
And this, once again, is
perfectly rational behaviour

for Pakistan. It makes no sense
for the weaker side in a dispute
to escalate. But India's
decision-makers have
convinced themselves,
contrar y to all empirical
evidence, that Pakistan is not
rational, its behaviour will not
be predictable and therefore
they should be feared.
As long as Indian officialdom
has such terror of escalation,
deterring terror will be simply
impossible.”
Using Balakot for India's
Rajasic Transformation
If India is to have deterrence as
a strategy and not do a flip-flop

between timidity and chestbeating, it is time to turn to
Gautam Chikermane's
excellent exposition
“Narendra Modi must use
Balakot to consolidate India's
rajasic transformation.”
“A f t e r y e a r s o f f o r e i g n
invasions, first by Mughals and

then by the British, the soul of
India began to lose its rajasic
lustre, declined into tamas or
sublimated into sattva. We
aspired and reached the higher
wisdom of the sattva in the
realm of ideas, economics,
social change, civilizational
reach, literature. But on the
military side, we embraced
weakness, dullness, tamas.
Otherwise, how is it possible
that Pakistan, a country whose
GDP is one-eighth of India's,
managed to inflict so many
deaths, wreak so much havoc,
become the global hub of
terror?
On battlefield Kurukshetra,
Sri Krishna, af ter several
rounds of attempting to deliver
peace, each of which was
destined to fail, had advised
the reluctant warrior Arjuna,
fraught with tamas, to go and
fight. Question: is this India's
rajas' moment, a moment
when the collective
consciousness of a nation
comes together and sheds its
tamasic mode and embraces
the rajasic spirit?
Rajas is a state of being that
goes out and does rather than
waits to be done. It applies to
the evolution of individuals, as
they, generally, evolve from
being in a tamasic state to a
rajasic one to finally conclude
in the sattwic.
As every Indian who has read
the Bhagavad Gita knows, so
far as the individual goes, the
gradation of beings is clear.
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But as a collective, this
principle applies to nations as
well. In its rise since
Independence, India has been
on a runway to rajas, as
reflected in its culture or the
economy, both of which have
impacted the world and
earned it respect.
The missing part of India's
rajas has been on the physical
side, in its defence and military

Five millenniums ago, in the
Mahabharata, Sri Krishna had
promised to pardon a hundred
offences of his cousin
Shishupala. At Yudhishthira's
Rajasuya ceremony, when
Shishupala crossed the
hundredth offence and freed
Krishna of his promise, the
Sudarshan Chakra beheaded
Shishupala with a single
stroke.

policies.

The beheading came within
the confines of morality, the
needs of justice, and most
important, the sanction of
Aryavarta. Most kings at the
sacrifice spoke not a word.
Some swallowed their rage.
And some applauded the act.

On its part, Pakistan has been
clever. Having lost four wars,
one each in 1947, 1965, 1971
and 1999, its army that runs
the country knows it cannot
fight India in an open war. In a
war, once the rajas force is
unleashed through the
m i l i t a r y, Pa k i s t a n d o e s n ' t
stand a chance.
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In its evolutionary trajectory,
India not only lacks this
motivation but doesn't seek

this savage and uncivilised
state of being in the first place
– to that extent, the rajas of
India will be unique. India's
rajasic retribution will be hard,
cold and decisive.
But we can trust our soldiers to
not cross the line of civilised
behaviour, a control we've
seen them exercise in Kashmir.

And even in the tiny act of
bombing Balakot, India has
gone out of its way to ensure
there are no civilian casualties.
Balakot has delivered an initial
catharsis, but it is only the
beginning – India needs to be
relentless and not return to
tamas”

COSIA CHAPTER

COSIA -VIDARBHA CHAPTER TAKES A FIRST STEP
INDEXPO - INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION NAGPUR NEWS

COSIA -VIDARBHA CHAPTER
TAKES A FIRST STEP
Indore Infoline is a professional
Industrial Exhibitor in India
which organizes Industrial
Exhibitions all over India for
more than 15 years. This was
their 8th consecutive year of
holding the INDEXPOINDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION in
Nagpur, which industries in the
region look for ward to
attending.

machinery dealers,
manufacturers, buyers, service
providers and consumers from
all over India.

Things (IOT), e-Commerce,3D
Printing, Holograms, Digital
Mapping & Reverse
Engineering.

The exhibitors displayed the
products born of cutting-edge
technologies and from a variety
of fields like Artificial
Intelligence, Machine
Learning, Robotics,
Mechatronics,Internet of

AN EXHIBITION WORTH
VISITING
The show was very useful,
particularly for those in
Engineering and Industrial
products. It offered a great

The CHAMBER OR SMALL
INDUSTRY ASSOCIATIONS
(COSIA) - Vidarbha Chapter led
by its dynamic Chairman
Mayank Shukla forged an
alliance with Indore Infoline and
actively participated in the
exhibition as a CO-ORGANISER,
despite it being its first year of
existence in Nagpur.
BROAD BASED AND HI-TECH
The Exhibition held at Nagpur
on 15th, 16th& 17th February,
2019 had more than 150 stalls
and broad representation from

Dr Dixit visiting THE COSIA Stall with COSIA Vice-President Purushottam
Agwan and Mayank Shukla
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There was a continuous flow of
crowd throughout the 3 days,
which mainly comprised of
serious buyers, consumers and
also wide-eyed technical
students.
COSIA made all out efforts to
publicize this event and could
garner support from the
industrial fraternity of the region
comprising MSME, Corporates
and Public Sector Undertakings.

L to R Mayank Shukla – Chairman, COSIA Vidarbha Chapter, Chief Guest
of INDEXPO Inauguration Ceremony Dr Brijesh Dixit -Managing Director
Maha Metro Rail Corporation Ltd, R K Agarwal - MD of Indore Infoline
(Organizer) and other representatives of Organizers
opportunity for exposure to the
latest Technology, Products and
requirements from customers.
The organization, ambience and
look of the entire Exhibition were
up to International standards. No
wonder the Managing Director
of Maha metro Rail Corporation
Ltd,Dr Brijesh Dixit, agreed to
inaugurate this prestigious show
in the city on 15th February
2019,Thursday at 11 a.m.

After the formal inauguration Dr
Dixit spent considerable time
visiting each stall. He said he was
impressed by the entire show
and appreciated the joint efforts
of Indore Infoline & COSIA.

COSIA Central Office also
extended support to the
Vidarbha Chapter. Purushottam
Agwan, Vice-President of COSIA
was personally present in
Nagpur to participate and assist
Mayank Shukla, Chairman and
other members of COSIA,
Vidarbha Chapter.

GREAT RESPONSE & GOOD
SUPPORT
The 3 days Event had a footfall of
more than 30,000 from various
parts of Central India.
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Never A More Urgent Time To Replace The IAF's MiG-21s With India's Tejas
Shiv Aroor Feb 28 2019

90 minutes after Indian Air Force
pilot Wing Commander
A b h i n a n d a n Va r t h a m a n
punched out of his MiG-21 Bison
fighter near the Line of Control,
to be captured later by the
Pakistan military, a meme began
to proliferate on Whatsapp
groups Replete with emoji, the
message starts by cheekily ruing
the capture of the Indian pilot,
but quickly goes on to suggest
that there is also cause for
celebration because 'For the first
time in history, a MiG-21 has
shot down an F-16, a 60-yearold plane shot down a 30-yearold plane, an 8-crore aircraft
destroys a 250-crore plane'.
Putting aside for the moment the
factual freedoms in this meme, it
was an instantly appealing idea
to many — that a far more
primitive Soviet vintage MiG-21
could engage and shoot down a
U.S. built F-16 While questions
still remain over the Pakistan Air
Force jet that India says was shot

30 TISA - MAR 2019

down, the notion that an
undoubtedly old fighter jet,
emblazoned in popular culture
as a 'flying coffin', could not just
go up against, but actually score
a 'kill' against a much more
advanced combat jet, seemed a
wonderful thread to grab onto in
a fluid situation with tenuous
specifics.
On the other hand, there has
been a surge of questions over
why the IAF had MiG-21s was
on an operational readiness
platform—scramble duty—
when it has much more
advanced fighters in service in
the same area, including
upgraded MiG-29s and Su-30
MKIs.
Why, many asked, was the
Indian Air Force risking the life of
a pilot by sending him to fight
inbound Pakistani jets, in an 'old,
unreliable' fighter like the
MiG-21. What may be difficult to
understand, in an air surcharged
by emotion, is that the IAF has

procedures and combat air
patrol schedules that dictate the
use of assets, and these are often
guided by a multiplicity of
factors, including proximity of
bases, which units are on
scramble alert during that
particular rotation, and several
other considerations.
So on the one hand, as Wing
Commander Abhinandan
spends his second day in
captivity with Pakistan, a familiar
but polarised debate begins —
with one side arguing that the
MiG-21's performance in this
mission was creditable given
what it was up against, while the
other wonders whether the pilot
could have avoided enemy fire
and the eventual need to eject
from his jet, if he was in fact
strapped into a more capable,
self-protected aircraft.
To be sure, there is merit in the
inputs offered by both sides,
even if there are some sweeping
assumptions. Of one thing,
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however, we ought to be sure.
The Indian Air Force fights with
what it has — India's decades of
meandering, decision-less
modernisation has left it saddled
with a large fleet of seriously
vintage jets, their upgraded
status aside. The other thing we
ought to be sure about — and
yesterday's incident only
amplifies it — is that the urgency
to replace MiG-21s in service has
perhaps never been greater.

Daggers' in Sulur, Tamil Nadu,
and four more to enter service by
April to make up what will be, by
and large, the first full squadron,
the Tejas recently received final
operational clearance for duties.

A program that was conceived as
a replacement for the MiG-21s is
now ready, but it requires
focused will to push it along
even faster. It is Livefist's view
that there can be no
environment more compelling

The Government must now fasttrack every aspect of the Tejas
program, starting with getting
its maker HAL to ramp up
production to a maximum rate of
25 jets per year, quickly conclude
an order for 83 improved LCA
Tejas Mk.1A jets, and provide all
sanctions necessary to
accelerate the LCA Tejas Mk.2,
recently re-designated the
Medium Weight Fighter.

than the one the country is in
now.

This isn't remotely a suggestion
infused with emotion — the
MiG-21's replacement happens
to be ready and has already
begun entering service.
The Light Combat Aircraft
Tejas.
Let's be clear — the MiG-21 is a
terrific jet, well loved by
generations of pilots. It's small
profile and agility has made it
per fect for close combat
engagements — of the kind that
surprisingly took place
yesterday. The MiG-21 has also
routinely stunned foreign pilots
during joint exercises, managing
to outgun even advanced fourth
generation jets in combat drills.
But that isn't the point here. If the
IAF has been looking to retire it's
MiG-21s —and it should— then
there is no time or circumstance
like the present. Best of all,
there's a way to do it quickly.
Livefist is of the strong view
that a wholesomely renewed
vigour ought now to be applied
by the Government in speeding
up the induction of the Tejas jet.
With a dozen jets in service with
the IAF's 45 Squadron 'Flying

At the recent Aero India 2019
show in Bengaluru, Livefist
editor Shiv Aroor was invited to
fly in a Tejas jet with chief of the
National Flight Test Centre
(NF TC) Air Vice Marshal
Narmdeshwar Tiwari, a veteran
Mirage 2000 pilot, who, in an
earlier avatar, was mission
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leader during precision
bombings of Pakistan Army
positions on the famed Tiger Hill
during the 1999 Kargil conflict.
Passionate and committed to the
Tejas, he balks when offered that
t h e Te j a s w i l l b e a s o l i d
replacement for the MiG-21.“It is
not just a replacement, it is a
much more advanced aircraft
with many more roles,” he told
Aroor during their 30 minute
flight in Prototype Vehicle 5
(PV5) over Karnataka in which
Aroor was given control of the
aircraft for several minutes.
Dr. Girish Deodhare, director of
the Aeronautical Development
Agency (ADA) that administers
the Tejas program, is a man with
a lot on his hands at this critical
juncture for the project. But he's
also very pleased with feedback
he has received from pilots of 45
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Squadron, who, incidentally had
brought a pair of LCAs to the
Aero India show for display
flights, a robust show of
confidence in their new jet.
“The flight test team is entirely
comprised of IAF pilots from
different fighter types — there
are Su-30 pilots, Mirage pilots
and others,” Dr. Deodhare says.
“So, they know what they want.
The experience of flying all those
jets goes into testing the Tejas. It
has helped refine the jet
enormously. And that is why the
feedback we're getting from
squadron pilots is so good. They
love the aircraft and are waiting
for more.”
Apart from the Tejas's multirole
combat capabilities — work in
progress, to be sure — Air Vice
Marshal Tiwari and Dr. Deodhare

say they cannot emphasise
enough the importance of
owning intellectual properties
on the platform, something that
India has never fully had, except
fleetingly with the HF-24 Marut
fighter program in the 1960s70s.
With the Tejas, both developers
and military planners have total
control over how the aircraft
shapes up, is deployed, the
flexibility of its roles, the
weapons it brings to a fight and,
crucially, freedom to make
customised code tweaks for
special missions or exercises.
Deodhare relates a recent
example of how the Indian Air
Force needed an urgent, but
complicated software update to
simulate a weapon system for
the Gagan Shakti exercise in
2018, a demand that was met in

DEFENCE
a few days. On any other aircraft,
the IAF probably wouldn't have
bothered to ask.
Angad Singh, one of India's
foremost aviation
photographers and analysts,
says, “For all the shortcomings
(perceived or real) of the Tejas
LCA, one thing is not in question

The heavy-lif ting done in
proving the baseline jet gives
them the velocity and confidence
to navigate the development of
the LCA's next two iterations,
both significantly improved and
battle-ready jets on paper.
” The pitfalls are visible and
known to us, and we now know

The results are very impressive.”
There are already heartening
signs that the Government is
giving the Tejas the attention it
needs to stay on track and
deliver on its next few crucial
milestones on time. The ADA
recently unveiled an LCA Tejas
mock-up fitted with the BrahMos
NG supersonic cruise missile,
said to be a vision guided by the
current Defence Secretary Sanjay
Mitra based on the need to
project the LCA Mk.1A as an
export product, something
borne out by 'HALs own plans
with the jet.
In number terms, the IAF has
either ordered or indicated a
requirement for over 320 LCA
Tejas jets and its derivatives —
40 of the Mk.1, 83 of the Mk.1A
(with a first flight of the variant
by 2023) and over 200 of the
Medium Weight Fighter. Those
numbers must quickly fructify
into hard orders — and for that,
it is imperative that the
development team ensures a
laser focus on meeting
milestones quickly.

— it is more than adequate to
replace MiG-21s and MiG-27s,
which is the undisputed need of
the hour.”
The ADA and NFTC are certain
that they can develop and test
the LCA Mk.1A and Medium
Weight Fighter at greater speed
and with the benefit of hard
experience with the LCA Mk.1.

how to avoid them,” says Air
Vice Marshal Tiwari, who is
currently involved with a gradual
envelope expansion exercise
that will allow the LCA to spread
its wing into an even more
capable jet. “Our testing has a
total safety record and we have
been careful to ease the LCA into
its true performance capabilities.

A great near-term start would be
for the Government to pull the
trigger on the 83 LCA Mk.1A
order without further delay.It
should be a matter of months,
not years, before the Tejas is
deployed on missions to defend
Indian airspace.
[Re-printed with permission
f r o m S h i v A r o o r, E d i t o r,
LIVEFISTDEFENCE.COM]
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HOW TO REDUCE YOUR ENERGY BILLS
India's first online tool for
Harmonics and Power Factor
Assessment
Various case studies indicate that
industries can save anywhere up
to 20% on their electricity bills
just by reducing harmonics in
their electrical network and
improving the power factor.
Given the high instances of
harmonics and other power
quality issues such as voltage
sags, low true power factor,
companies knowingly or
unknowingly continue to pay
higher energy bills and
experience lost productivity.

that occur, and the calculations
required to arrive at the optimum
mitigation solutions are some of
the more difficult ones to solve.
Designed by experts with years of
on-field experience and research,
secqrTM is India's first online tool
for Harmonics and Power Factor
Assessment. Particularly, secqrTM
provides practical answers to
seven key questions that are key
to understand and achieve the
potential savings through Power
Factor improvement and
Harmonic reduction.
“Towards greater cost savings,
better incentives and near-zero
penalties in your electricity bills!”
How can you save on energy
costs, incurred due to
h a r m o n i c s ?

Source: Efficienergi's survey from 2014 to 2018 across > 100 facilities

At times, even after remedial
measures such as installation of
capacitor banks etc. facilities
continue to experience these
poor power quality issues and
thus end up paying energy bills
that are higher than expected.
TM

secqr shows the way

Typically, analyzing Harmonics
and understanding poor Power
Factor involves several
challenges. The quantification of
the losses attributable to these,
amongst a host of other losses
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Rajen Mehta
Executive Director

How much KVAR should you
install to reach optimum PF?

For the first time, you will get a
completely neutral view on
knowing how much KVAR is
required to optimize Power Factor
in line with the facilities
state-specific tariff structures.
For example, a facility in West
Bengal is required to maintain a
near unity Power Factor since the
tariff structure there incentives
nearly 7% of the energy bill,
whereas Tamilnadu does not
require unity power factor.

Almost always a black box in
terms of benefits accrued, when it
comes to Harmonic filters, for the
first time you have a simplified
self assessment with the tool to
understand estimated energy
reduction due to harmonic
mitigation.

Similarly, a State where KVAh
billing is in practice would not
have any incentives or penalties
for maintaining power factor, but

Further the tool even provides
facilities in different states with
varying energy billing to take
advantage. For eg a state where
KVAh billing is in practice, will get
their savings automatically
spewed out, based on the KVAh
losses that are incurred and
similarly for Kwh.

all the more important, since the
facility unwittingly pays for the
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complete line losses due to a
poor power factor through high
energy bills which generally go
unnoticed. Trust secqr™ to
understand your reactive power
compensation requirements and
suggest optimum intervention.
What should the load be
restricted on your
transformers?
A vast majority of transformers
are not suited to carry the
burden of non-linear loads of
today. The tool gives you a quick
assessment of how much you
need to derate the transformer
capacity, to be able to remain in
the safe zone for operation of
the transformer without causing
excessive overheating.

How to check if you have
compliance as per latest IEEE
519-2014 standards?
Standards can be difficult to test
and implement with limited
toolset and skills available on
the field. The tool empowers
your team and makes it easy and
quick, to check estimated
compliance to IEEE 519-2014
standards which are expected to
be rolled out very soon, pan
India, based on the CERC's
model PQ regulations.
What is your cable and
transformer losses due to
harmonics?
Harmonics is a hidden menace,
often, difficult to detect and
diagnose.

The tool, with its ability to
perform complex calculations,
helps you to understand the
magnitude of cable and

transformer losses which you
are incurring every minute due
to harmonics and provides easy
to understand bifurcation of the
same prorated annually.
How do you fix the budget for
harmonic mitigation and PF
improvement?
Often difficult to fix, due to
varying configurations and
topologies of harmonic & PF
improvement solutions, get a
simplified measure of what is

which can be selected.
Thus, it gives you an estimated
picture based on which further
measurements, if possible, can
be planned for further fine
tuning or mitigation strategies
planned for green field projects.
About Efficienergi Consulting
Pvt. Ltd.
Efficienergi is India's most reputed
consulting firm dedicated to
improving health and efficiency of
your electrical power network.
Founded to serve a strong and
long-felt need to help the industry
in improving power quality
through technology enabled,
data driven tools, Efficienergi's
business model and offerings
continue to be one of the most
unique in the industry.

needed and a benchmarked
budget on the solution
proposed along with an
estimated ROI too!!

Efficienergi has launched secqrTM
to make it easy and convenient to
assess the ill-effects of poor
power factor and high harmonics
on discerning facilities.

Of course, there will be those
where none of the investments
in harmonic mitigation / PF
improvement is warranted and
thus will save a lot of facilities,
the unnecessary time, effort and
money to go through such a
fact-finding exercise.

secqrTM is designed and
developed by Efficienergi with
support from Asia Power Quality
Initiative (APQI - www.apqi.org).
APQI is an independent platform
dedicated to Knowledge and
Capacity building on issues
related to Power Quality.

What can be your estimated
harmonic distortion even if you
do not have harmonic
measurements available?
In cases where either
measurement for harmonics is
not available or simply because
it is a green field project, the tool
will allow a quick glance at what
could be the projected harmonic
distortions that are expected,
based on the type of loads

You can register at https: // secqr.
efficienergi.com /Or Scan QR Code
[Rajen Mehta is regarded as one of
India's foremost experts on Power
Quality and related subjects. After
completing his masters from the US,
Rajen co-founded a specialist
product company and led the
development of an array of
indigenous solutions to improve
power quality in electrical
networks.]
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A CHAMPION OF INDUSTRY - KAMA CELEBRATES ITS DIAMOND JUBILEE
Kalyan Ambernath Manufacturer’s Association
One of the most venerable

Cynthia Menezes anchored the

Industry Associations has been

show.

the Kalyan Ambernath

In his Presidential address
Murali Iyer, dwelt on the growth
of KAMA from the time of its
founding.
It was in the late 1950'sthat
MIDC had provided
infrastructure facilities like road,
water supply and industrial
sheds that acted as an incentive
for rapid industrial growth and
development of what is now the
Dombivali,MIDC Industrial
Area.

Manufacturer
Association (K AMA) which
completed 60 years of truly
valuable service to its member
industries and celebratedthe
Diamond Jubilee of its founding
onThursday, 07.02.2019 at
Horizon Banquet Hall,
Dombivali (East).
Babji Chaudhary, Executive
Committee Member, KAMA and
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The Chief Guest on the occasion
was Ravindra Chavan, Minister,
Ports, Medical Education,
Information & Technology, Food
& Civil Supplies & Consumer
Protection. The Guest of Honour
was S. S. Warick, Chief Fire
Officer MIDC, and doing the
honours was the ever-smiling
and dynamic Murali Iyer,
President of KAMA and S.Y.
Joshi, Chairman, K AMA,
Diamond Jubilee Function
Committee.

Almost simultaneously, given
the teething troubles, a need
was felt for an association of
industries to represent and help
solve the problems of nascent
industries and thus KAMA came
into existence in 1958.
K AMA started out as an
Association of the large
industrial units, but with the
development of industrial
estates, small and medium
industries joined the
bandwagon. One of KAMA's

CUSTOM
RUBBER
COMPOUNDING

We Specialise in

Custom Rubber Compounding
Including EPDM, NR, SBR, HNBR, ECO,
NBR, FKM, Silicone, FVMQ, and more...
We handle exible production runs
small batches to high-volume runs

Plant 1:
8, Punjani Industrial Estate
Khopat Thane - 400601
Maharashtra . INDIA

Plant 2:
D-7/3, MIDC Dombivili
Dombivili Phase 1.
Maharashtra . INDIA

Telfax : +91-22-25471084
email : rohit.millns@trivenirubber.com
Visit us : www.trivenirubber.com
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signal contributions has been the
harmonious accommodation of
occasionally divergent
viewpoints of small and large

became a pro-active forum for
redressal of members grievances
with agencies like the
Maharashtra Industrial

and bodies.
Almost since inception, KAMA as
an association, was known for its
meticulously prepared factbased representations, which
made rational discussion and
solution of issues possible.
Much of the respect it has gained
over the years, owes much to the
consistently fair representations
it makes, on a variety of issues. In
fact, KAMA is often a valuable
spokesperson for industry, as a
whole.
K AMA regularly organizes
seminars, training programs,

units.
From a membership of just 10
industries at the time of its
founding, KAMA now
represents 595 units in 2018 and
its members contribute 60-70%
of the total industrial turnover in
the area, which has more than
1700 units, with a capital
investment of Rs. 2000 crores
and nearly 100000 employees.
Starting out with the resolution
of infra structural hurdles, KAMA
activities increased and it

Development Corporation, the
then Maharashtra State
Electricity Board (MSEB), Sales
Tax, Provident Fund, ESIC and
local Municipal Corporations

conferences and meetings with
different agencies. It is approved
as one of the training centers in
Maharashtra by the State
Government for implementation
of Rule 9 of Central Motor
Vehicle Rules 1989 i.e. provision
of training to drivers carrying
dangerous / hazardous goods.
KAMA – MARG (Mutual Aid
Response Group) is very active
and is usually the first responder
for attending any offsite
emergencies, in and around the
KAMA belt.
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problems industry may
be facing in the area.
The one lakh jobs
currently available in
the area must be
expanded by 50% to
one and a half lakh in
the near-future, he felt.

K AMA also publishes a

He also inaugurated
the Gas Detector
Module purchased by the DCETP.

comprehensive Directory, from

the Badlapur belt but also
extending beyond, in places like
Thane, Mumbai, Wada, Khopoli
and Raigad District.
S.Y Joshi, the Chairman of
Diamond Jubilee Committee,
spoke of the historic role KAMA
had played in the development
of industries in the area and the
well-deserved felicitation of past
Presidents, contributors and
donors who helped create and

time to time, of all industries in
the KAMA area, which forms a
valuable tool for potential
customers and suppliers of
K AMA member industries.
KAMA regularly publishes a
Quarterly Bulletin and issues
circulars on the latest
notifications and changes in any
law affecting industries,
including K AMA's stand on
issues, so as to have a uniform
and united approach in its
implementation.
The Chief Guest, Shri Ravindra
Chavan, offered his support and
co-operation to help resolve any

S.S. Warick, Chief Fire Officer,
MIDC explained the functioning
and role of fire services in the
MIDC area. He appreciated the
efforts of KAMA MARG members
in tackling emergencies, not only
in Dombivali, Ambernath and

sustain KAMA's growth.
He thanked his team for putting
up a splendid show. The meeting
concluded with a vote of thanks
by J.K. Patil. [With inputs from
Babji Choudhary, Chairman –
S.H.E Committee, KAMA]
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ENTER THE CHIEF
ECONOMIC ADVIS0R
One Subramanian goes, another
enters

A plate full of problems
In a recent interview to Reuters
he has spelt out the present state
of the economy and the
challenges which will confront
the new Government in mid-

On June 20, 2018, Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley announced
that the countr y's Chief
Economic Advisor, Ar vind
Subramanian, had stepped
down. Subramanian had joined
the Government in October
2014, just months after it came
to power.
Nearly six months after Chief
Economic Advisor Ar vind
Subramanian left the finance
ministry due to "pressing family
commitments", after serving for
more than three years, the
Government has appointed
Krishnamurthy Subramanian to
the post for three years.
A PhD from Chicago-Booth and
a top-ranking IIT-IIM alumnus,
Krishnamurthy Subramanian is
one of the world's leading
experts in banking, corporate
governance and economic
policy.
Before his appointment
Subramanian was teaching at
the Indian School of Business
(ISB), a top business school in
India and the only Indian
institution to be ranked in the
world's top 100 for pathbreaking research. He was an
Associate Professor of Finance
and Executive Director for the
Centre for Analytical Finance.
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A reform agenda for the new
Government
Industry has been pointing out
some fundamental areas
requiring effective action.
Approvals for easy acquisition

of land at a cheap price for
setting up factories.
 Flexible Labour Laws
permitting hire and fire.
 Subsidised social security net
for employees
 Lower interest costs to be able
to compete with the world.

2019. He noted that the
average annual growth rate of
7.3 % arose from the economic
reforms of the present
Government.
The five-quarter low of 6.6% in
the last quarter of 2018 due to
lower growth in consumer
demand and Government
spending did not faze him.
Nor the fact that the share of
manufacturing in the economy
has increased by just 1.5% in the
past 5 years taking it to 18% and
there is virtually no upward tick
in export of goods. CEA's must
mandatorily start with a large
baggage of optimism. He has
identified land, labour and
financial sector reforms as the
key challenges for a new
Government to drive
manufacturing productivity and
boost economic growth.

Land costs have more than
doubled over the past five years,
and hiring costs have gone up
significantly, hitting labour
intensive sectors like textile,
leather and gems and jewellery.
This is discouraging many
investors who, therefore, prefer
to build new plants in countries
like Vietnam, Thailand, and
Bangladesh.
India faces major challenges in
creating jobs and shif ting
millions of unemployed and
underemployed youth from the
farm sector to urban areas. In the
next 5 years it is expected that
75-100 million young people will
come on to the labour market.
The problem of plenty
To add to the woes, food
production is growing at 3%
while population is growing at
1% which is leading to low food
prices and farmer distress. With

ECONOMY
elections looming in May
2019, any new Government
will have its plate full.

strengthened the domestic
consumer demand and
private investments.

On the state of the economy,
compared to 2014 when
Modi took charge,
Subramanian said the
economy was on a stronger
footing thanks to economic
reforms, higher state
spending on infrastructure
and fall in inflation which has

“We are poised for growth
because some of the
requirements for a sustained
growth without speed
breakers have been
erected,” he said adding the
economy could grow at 7.2
to 7.5 percent in the next
fiscal year beginning April 1.

India's GDP is slated to
overcome the United
Kingdom in 2019. One
can only hope that
overtaking the coloniser
will augur well for the
Indian elephant in its
lumbering race to the
top.
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GST UPDATE

A patchwork approach to GST problems, T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
the Government chose to
introduce GST with five different
tax slabs: 0%, 5%, 12%, 18%
and 28%.

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
FEBRUARY 28, 2019
Transparency and simplicity
in the tax regime are
casualties of the GST Council's
recent decisions
It has the best intentions, but
the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) Council is nevertheless
systematically eroding the
strongest features of the new
tax regime — simplicity and
transparency.

Still not satisfied, the GST
Council then introduced two
more highly specific rates: a
nominal 0.25% for rough
diamonds and 3% for gold.
Those of a critical bent of mind
immediately pointed out that the
major beneficiaries of this would
be Gujaratis.
The latest GST Council meeting
on Sunday took this a step
further and introduced yet
another rate of 1% for the sale of
under-construction affordable

From three to eight rates
Before the GST was introduced,
the Government set up a panel
under the then Chief Economic
Adviser, Arvind Subramanian, to
come up with a suitable rate at
which most items should be
taxed under the GST.

houses. So, from what should
have at most been three rates,
we now have eight!

Mr. Subramanian came up with
a standard rate of 15% for most
items, a “low rate” for
essentials, and a “high rate” for
demerit goods. Presumably
dissatisfied with just three rates,

To be clear, the number of tax
slabs does not affect the concept
of 'One Nation One Tax', as a
single product is still taxed at the
same rate across the country. But
specifying eight different GST
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rates is a blow to tax simplicity,
which the GST was to provide.
That said, the GST Council has not
spared the concept of 'One Nation
One Tax' either.
H o w e v e r n e c e s s a r y, t h e
Government felt it was, to
provide Kerala additional funds
for rehabilitation af ter the
devastating floods of 2018, it had
several options available apart
from the one it chose, which was
to allow the State to impose a 1%
disaster relief cess.
As a result, for two years, the
Indian market will be divided into
two: Kerala, where goods and
services are 1% more
expensive, and the rest of
India. While it can be
argued that the Cess in
Kerala is a one-off, the
fact remains that this is a
bad precedent to set. It's
not too hard to imagine a
situation where States
start clamouring for a
cyclone relief cess,
drought relief cess, flood
relief cess, etc. Recovery
from natural disasters is an
expensive process, and
additional funds must be made
available. But mechanisms for
this have already been put in
place. There is a National Disaster
Response Fund at the Central
level and each State has a State
Disaster Response Fund.
Increasing budgetary allocations

GST UPDATE
in these areas instead of
spending on giant statues and
advertising campaigns is an
option.
Increasing opacity
Transparency is the other
casualty of the GST Council's
need to provide temporary fixes
to problems. Sunday's decision
to remove the input tax credit
provision from the real estate
sector will likely go a long way
in increasing opacity in an
already murky sector.
The input tax credit system was
designed to create a seamless
chain in the entire supply
process. Normally, a company
can claim credits for the tax it
has paid on its inputs.

the easy way out and simply
removed the input tax credit
provision altogether. So, rather
than relying on the body it had
created to handle such issues,
the National Anti-Profiteering
Authority, the Council instead
chose to weaken the entire tax
system.
This wouldn't have been too
much of a problem if the real
estate sector was as small as the
restaurant industr y or the
sanitary pads industry (the third
industry where there is no input
tax credits). But the real estate
industry is estimated to be at
least 40,000 crore in size. Not to
forget the fact that cement, a
huge input in real estate, is

taxed at the highest rate of 28%,
and will now not be offset by
credits.
In both cases — disaster relief
and anti-profiteering — the GST
Council has chosen to ignore
established institutions
designed for those ver y
purposes in favour of a
patchwork approach that is
likely to cause more problems
than it solves.
[Re-printed from the article
which appeared in The Hindu of
th
28 Februar y, 2019 with
permission from
sharad.raghavan@thehindu.
co.in]

Under a fully functioning GST
system, the Government can
verify the amount of credits to
be paid to the company by
matching its invoices with those
provided by the vendor. Such a
system encourages honesty and
transparency. This is the third
time the Council has removed
this vital provision, and its
reason for doing so is weak.
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
said that the Council had
noticed that real estate
developers were not dropping
their prices in line with what
they should be doing,
considering they were getting
the benefit of input tax credits.
This happened before in the
case of restaurants. In both
situations, the Government took
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The Last Word
Terroristan attacks
Life seems to have come to an uneasy standstill post the shocking attack at Pulwama
on February 14th and our retaliatory air-strike at Balakot on 26th February 2016. What is
as shocking as the incident itself, are the fault-lines in our own body politic.
A nation which should be unitedly confronting an implacable enemy which has fought
four wars with us and perfected a doctrine of wounding India with a thousand cuts in
its attempt to wrest Kashmir from India, is succeeding in a very unexpected way.

Seshan Ranganathan
Executive Editor- COSIA

International pariah
Pakistan is a pariah nation, tolerated by America only to the limited extent that it wants its co-operation to exit from
Afghanistan. China, which has nearly 50000 of its people working on the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC),
a large number of them in Balochistan on the strategic port of Gwadar, which gives China a land route to the warm
waters of the Arabian Sea.
However, when India chose to retaliate, America virtually gave it a go-ahead and China counselled peaceful
resolution to both nations, which in diplomatese means that China was unwilling to interfere.
Pakistan has made enemies everywhere. Afghanistan blames it for most of its woes and for giving refuge to the
murderous Taliban. Iran urged Pakistan to crack down on to crack down on terroristsfrom Pakistan, who killed 27 of
its Revolutionary Guards, in an attack near its border or expect military action by Tehran to punish the terrorists.
Internal Dissensions
At a time like this when our entire attention should be focussed on the enemy, we find the political class divided as
never before. When we should all close ranks and present a united front, supporting our armed forces in whatever
action it is necessary to take, we find the political class squabbling over the politicisation of the Balakot attack.
Despite a clear, simple briefing by the armed forces giving minimal details of the Balakot attack, politicians have
started questioning the number of terrorists killed, as if that is a very crucial issue. It is immaterial to India and
Indians whether 35 or 350 terrorists are killed. The important point is that for the first time since 1971, Indian Air
Force has crossed the LOC and struck inside Pakistan.
Advantage Pakistan
As a result, Pakistan is snatching a propaganda victory from the jaws of defeat by quoting the Indian Opposition
politicians and resolutions, to shore up their own allegation that the attack was mainly to improve the election
prospects of India's ruling party.
It is also a fact, that the ruling party and its members have not distinguished themselves by trying to get a share of
the limelight which a successful strike gives, as also putting out varying numbers of terrorists killed.
With a raucous media amplifying this discordant and ugly picture of India, the general public is watching in dismay
and rising anger, as self-serving politicians put their petty politics and the lust for power above India's national
interest.
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